Howard Shaw
Call: 1999

Crime
Howard defends and prosecutes the whole range of serious criminal offences, including firearms
offences, serious violence and large-scale public disorder, serious drugs offences, sexual
offences, arson, fraud and high value dishonesty.
He has represented many appellants in the Court of Appeal and regularly appears in the
Administrative Court in connection with the interpretation of legislation.
He has an approachable friendly manner and is regularly complimented for his clear advice.

Education:
1988 - University of York BSc Theoretical Physics (1st
Class Honours)
1998 - Leeds Metropolitan
University - Postgraduate
Diploma in Law
(Commendation)
1999 - Inns of Court School
of Law - Bar Vocational
Course (Very Competent)

Notable Cases

Career:

Lasek (2018) – Led by Queen’s Counsel in a Murder prosecution.
J (2018) – Defence of a man in connection with historic sex offences.

1999 - Commenced pupillage
at the Chambers of Desmond
de Silva QC, 2 Paper
Buildings, London

Middlebrook (2018) – Defence of a man in connection with Possession of a Prohibited
Firearm and home-made ammunition.

2001 - Commenced practice
on the Northern Circuit

Malik (2017) – Prosecution of a man in a series of cases involving Death by Dangerous
Driving, where a cyclist was killed by a drug dealer who was being pursued by the police; and
Aggravated Burglary, where a masked gang forced entry to the victim’s home and attacked
him with metal bars and tasers in front of his family.
B and K (2017) – Prosecution of two men for Robbery, involving the possession and
discharge of a handgun; and Aggravated Burglary, involving a handgun.

2004 - Commenced practice
from Chambers in Leeds
2015 - Joined Park Square
Barristers
2018 - CPS Level 4
Prosecutor

Appointments:
Grade 4 Prosecutor

Clarke (2017) – Defence of a man charged with Aggravated Burglary, where a man was
beaten in his own home.
Clarkson (2016) – Prosecution of an egg farmer for Fraud in connection with his large-scale
sale of barn eggs as free-range eggs. Technical evidence relating to the ultra-violet
examination of eggs was adduced for the first time in a criminal prosecution.
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Racz & Kalman (2016) – Prosecution of two men for the trafficking of Hungarian nationals.

Awards:
Middle Temple: Jules Thorn

Wilks & others (2015) – Prosecution of 6 defendants arising out of large-scale public disorder
in Chapeltown, Leeds, during which a man was stabbed.

Scholarship, Blackstone
Entrance Exhibition

Singh (2015) – Successful defence of a man for Possession of Class A Drugs with Intent,
following the recovery of a large amount of drugs from his bedroom.
Orford & others (2014) – Prosecution of 7 defendants for Conspiracy to Handle Stolen Goods
in connection with the breaking-up and disposal of a large number of stolen motor cars.
B (2014) – Successful defence of a man charged with sexually assaulting his girlfriend’s
daughter.

Contact Howard’s clerks
Andrew Thornton on 0113 213 5202
Gina Hawkins on 0113 213 5205
Rebecca Wilson on 0113 213 5203
Hannah Dempsey on 0113 213 5211
Elaine Foster-Morgan on 0113 213 5217
Robyn Nichol on 0113 213 5253

Regulatory & Public
Ranked Tier 1 for Business and Regulatory Crime (including Health and Safety) – The Legal500
(2021)

“Howard would be the first name that we would consider for
cases on the North Eastern Circuit” Legal 500 (2021)
‘ Efficient, succinct, and practical. ’ Legal 500 (2020)
“Tenacious and extremely thorough.” – The Legal 500 (2019)
Howard is an A-List Specialist Regulatory Advocate. He has extensive experience of prosecuting
cases involving food hygiene in slaughterhouses, meat cutting plant and other food businesses.
The cases involve complex EU and national legislation and highly technical scientific evidence.
He is regularly instructed by the Food Standards Agency and various local authorities.
He has been involved in a number of recent leading cases on the interpretation of animal welfare
legislation in the Administrative Court, whilst prosecuting cases for the CPS on behalf of DEFRA.
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He is highly experienced in such cases and regularly advises on complex points of law and the
interpretation of EU and national legislation.

Notable Cases
Yorkshire Abattoir Services Limited (2018) – Prosecution of slaughterhouse operator for
breaching hygiene regulations during the processing of ovine carcases.
Highbury Poultry Farm Produce Limited (2018) – Prosecution of a slaughterhouse operator
for breaching the regulations governing animal welfare at slaughter. Led by Queen’s Counsel
in the Administrative Court, successfully arguing that offences under the EU and national
regulations relating to the welfare of animals at the time of slaughter are strict liability
offences requiring no mens rea (See Highbury Poultry Farm Produce Limited [2018] EWHC
3122 (Admin))
Najib & Sons Limited (2018) – Prosecution of a slaughterhouse operator, under the
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies Regulations, in the connection with the annual
national survey for scrapie in sheep. The case involved 4 days of legal argument in the
Crown Court on multiple issues. Howard was led by Queen’s Counsel in the Court of Appeal,
but addressed the Court on whether DEFRA’s selection criteria for inclusion in the survey
was lawful; successfully arguing, against Queen’s Counsel, that it was. (See Najib & Sons
Limited [2018] EWCA 909)
Moy Park Limited (2017) – Prosecution of a slaughterhouse operator for welfare offences in
relation to the way chickens awaiting slaughter were handled. Fines in excess of £100,000
were imposed.
Woodward & others (2017) – Prosecution of the directors of a slaughterhouse and several
slaughtermen for animal welfare offences arising from the slaughter of sheep. The case
arose from the covert recording of slaughter operations by an animal welfare charity.
Following a District Judge wrongly holding that the case had been brought out of time,
Howard successfully argued in the Administrative Court that the prosecution had been
brought in time. This is now the leading case on the time limit provisions under the Animal
Welfare Act 2006 (See Woodward & others [2017] EWHC 1008)
Riley (2016) – Prosecution of a slaughterhouse operator under the Animal Welfare Act 2006.
Howard was successful in legal argument against Queen’s Counsel in the lower court. In the
Administrative Court, he successfully argued that the CPS is the ‘prosecutor’ for the time limit
provisions of the legislation. (See Riley [2016] EWHC 2531 (Admin))
Yusuf (2016) – Prosecution in the Crown Court, on behalf of a local authority, of a repeat
offender (described in the press as ‘Britain’s most notorious food criminal’) for breaching a
Food Prohibition Order and food hygiene offences arising out of his operation of an illicit
unregistered meat business, involving the use of multiple identities to hide his involvement.
Zaman (2015) – Prosecution in the Crown Court, on behalf of a local authority, of the operator
of an illicit unregistered meat cutting plant, which was being operated in filthy conditions. The
identity of the operator was a central issue in the case.
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Wainwright (2014) – Prosecution in the Crown Court, on behalf of a local authority, of a man
for operating an illicit sausage production facility in a filthy farm barn, involving numerous
serious hygiene offences
Holmes (2013) – Prosecution in the Crown Court of a farmer, under the Cattle Identification
Regulations, in connection with the illicit disposal of cattle into the food chain.

Contact Howard’s clerk
Madeleine Gray on 0113 202 8603
Patrick Urbina on 0113 213 5250
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